
Banbridge ASC V Ballymena in the PTL League 

 

The PTL season continued for Banbridge Amateur Swimming Club on Saturday 26th January, for their first 

home gala in this seasons league.  The local team were competing against Ballymena.  Having already won 

their two always gala’s against Templemore (in Belfast) and Larne, the team were in high spirits and very 

keen to win at home in Banbridge Leisure Centre. 

 

The gala got underway with the medley relays, eight in totals across the four age groups with boys and girls 

competing separately.  Banbridge were of to a flying starting winning 6 of the heats. 

 

It was then on to the individual events.  The group A girls included; Alex King, Mia Mulholland, Brooke 

Schoenfeldt, Tara Kennedy, Samantha Burns-Atkin, Aoife McGrady and Nancy McCusker.  Tara was in 

winning form taking 1st place in backstroke, butterfly, front crawl and 100IM and 2nd in breaststroke.  Mia 

came 2nd in backstroke and butterfly, 3rd in breaststroke and 4th in front crawl and 100IM.  Alex picked up 

3rd in 100IM and front crawl.  Nancy came 4th in backstroke, Samantha came 4th in breast and Aoife came 

5th in butterfly.  Brooke swam really well in the two winning relay teams.   

 

There is just a small but very capable team of group A boys, including Ben Wilson, Cathal Hill, Matthew Rice 

and Matthew McKevitt.  Cathal came 1st in backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly and 2nd in front crawl 

and 100IM.  Ben took 1st place in 100IM and front crawl, 2nd in backstroke and butterfly, he also swam well 

in breaststroke.  Matthew Rice took three 3rd places in 100IM, front crawl and breaststroke, he also swam 

well in the butterfly.  Matthew McKevitt swam well finishing 4th in backstroke.  These 4 boys were also the 

winning medley and freestyle relay team.  Great swimming from these youngest male and female 

swimmers. 

 

In the next age group – Group B girls included; Ciara Daly, Alana Burns-Atkin, Katie McFarlane, Edie 

McCusker, Aine McGrady, Mychaela McEvoy, Madison Cairns, Anna McKernan and Olivia Miskelly.   Katie 

swam outstandingly well and came 1st in all five individual events.  Alana finished 2nd in fly and 3rd in 

breaststroke and 100IM.  Olivia swam to 2nd place in the 100IM and 3rd in front crawl.  Edie swam 

backstroke and finished 3rd.  Other swimmers included Aine in butterfly, Ciara swam breaststroke and Anna 

swam the backcrawl – these girls all put in solid performances.  Ciara, Katie, Alana and Olivia made up the 

winning medley and freestyle relay teams.   

 

Group B boys were also competing with just four boys – brothers Bailey and Noah Breen, Pearse Rice and 

Kieron McDonnell.  Bailey finished 1st in four events – breaststroke, butterfly, front crawl and 100IM and 

came 2nd in backstroke.  Pearse came 2nd in 100M and 3rd in fly, front crawl, breaststroke and backstroke.  

Noah came 4th in 100IM, fly and backstroke, he also swam the front crawl.  Kieron swam well in 

breaststroke.  These four boys were the winning medley and freestyle relay team. 

 

Girls group C team included; Rachel Blemmings, Jodi McMullen, Ellie Bingham, Día McCrory, Kirstie McCall 

and Clodagh McGrady.  Jodi performed well as always coming 1st in backstroke,  butterfly, front crawl and 



100IM and 2nd in breaststroke.  Ellie came 2nd in front crawl, 3rd in backstroke, 4th in butterfly, she also 

swam the 100IM.  Rachel took 3rd place in 100IM and breaststroke, she also competed in the butterfly 

event.  Other swimmers in this group were Clodagh swimming backstroke, Día swam breaststroke and 

Kirstie competed individually in front crawl – all were great performances in this tight group of girls.  The 

girls medley team of Ellie, Jodie, Rachel and Kirstie finished 2nd and the same team came 1st in the 

freestyle relay. 

 

Group C boys were Niall McGeown, Finlay Wright, Matthew McKee, Matthew Comiskey, Tom King, Jack 

Lennon, Daniel Crowe, Lawson Morrow and Katio Matihodi.  A strong group of boys, with Matthew McKee 

finishing 1st in butterfly and front crawl and 2nd in backstroke.  Finlay took 1st place in backstroke and 

100Im and 2nd in butterfly, Niall came 1st in breaststroke and 2nd in front crawls and 100IM.  Matthew 

Comiskey came 3rd in breaststroke and 4th in 100IM.  Tom came 3rd in butterfly, Jack 4th in breaststroke, 

Daniel 4th in backstroke and Lawson 4th in front crawl.  The winning medley relay team included Finlay, 

Matthew Comiskey, Matthew McKee and Niall and the winning freestyle relay team were Finlay, Jack, 

Matthew McKee and Niall.  Great swimming boys. 

 

The final group were the oldest swimmers – group D, girls and boys.  Girls include captains Julia Knox and 

Kathryn McGrath along with Jessica McMullen, Ruby McNiff, Aidin Quinn, Ellie Wright and Becky Pinkerton.  

Julia swim and took 1st place in all the individual events.  Jessica finished 2nd in 100IM and 3rd in backstroke, 

breaststroke and butterfly, Ruby came 4th in breaststroke and she also swam the backcrawl.   Ellie came 4th 

in front crawl.  Other competitor’s in the individual events were Becky swimming 100IM, Kathryn 

swimming butterfly and Aidin swimming 6th in front crawl.  The girls medley relay team included Ruby, 

Julia, Jessica and Aidin and they finished 2nd, while the same team of girls came 1st in the freestyle relay. 

 

Finally, the boys were captains – Connor Comiskey and Adam Wilson who swam along with team mates 

Declan McGeown and Christopher Morrow.  Adam came 1st in breaststroke, butterfly, front crawl and 

100IM and 2nd in backstroke.  Declan came in 1st place in backstroke, 3rd in front crawl, and 4th in 100IM – 

he also swam the breaststroke.  Connor came 2nd in front crawl, swimming also in back, fly and 100IM.  

Christopher finished in 3rd place in breaststroke and butterfly.  The boys medley and freestyle team came 

1st in each event.  This marked the end of a super evenings swimming. 

 

Final Result on the night Banbridge 663 v Ballymena 481 

Well done Banbridge and thanks to Ballymena for what was a great gala with some tight races.  Many 

thanks to all the swimmers for their hard work preparing for this event, thanks also to the parents for their 

support as usual, as they took on their various roles around poolside and cheering on the swimmers from 

the gallery, and preparing the supper for afterwards.  Finally, thanks to all the coaches for their invaluable 

time at training helping preparing the swimmers for these events. 

 

Next Gala Saturday 16th February at home in Banbridge Leisure Centre, competing against Newry. 

 


