
  Saturday 16th February was Banbridge Amateur Swimming Club’s last PTL event this season 

before the time trials in Portadown on 2nd March to select the Team for the League End of Season Gala 

Ballymena on 23rd March.  This season Banbridge have had continued success in Division 1, were they 

completed against Templemore, Larne, Ballymena and won in each of these galas.  So, the swimmers were 

looking forward to take on Newry and try to get one more win.  The local squad had some swimmers missing 

so last-minute changes had to be made, but this didn’t hold Banbridge back, they had some great races, and 

some which were very close finishes, which made for an exciting evening. 

  The evening started with Banbridge winning six out of eight of the medley relays, setting 

them up for a comfortable evening heading into the individual events.  Group A Girls team included Alex 

King, Mia Mulholland, Brooke Schoenfeldt, Tara Kennedy, Samantha Burns-Atkin and Nancy McCusker.  Tara 

continued with her winning form this season winning all five of her individual events.  Mia finished in 2nd 

place in backstroke, 3rd in butterfly and front crawl, 4th in 100IM, she also swam breaststroke.  Alex was 2nd 

front crawl, 3rd 100IM and 4th in butterfly.  Samantha was 4th in breaststroke and Nancy finished in 4th in 

backstroke.  Brooke, Tara, Mia and Alex competed in the winning medley and freestyle relays. 

  The small Group of A boys, include Ben Wilson, Cathal Hill, Matthew Rice and Matthew 

McKernan.  Cathal was swimming in winning form taking 1st place in four individual events and 2nd place in 

front crawl.  Ben took 1st place in front crawl and 2nd in 100IM, butterfly and backstroke and 3rd in 

breaststroke.  Matthew Rice came 2nd in breaststroke, 3rd in butterfly, front crawl and 100IM and 4th in 

backstroke.  The four boys together were in the winning medley and freestyle relay team. 

  Group B girl’s swimmers are Ciara Daly, Alana Burns-Atkin, Katie McFarlane, Edie McCusker, 

Madison Cairns, Anna McKernan and Olivia Miskelly.  Katie finished 1st in 4 individual events and came 2nd in 

breaststroke.  Alana came 2nd in butterfly, 3rd in breaststroke, and 4th in 100IM.  Olivia came 2nd in front 

crawl, 3rd in 100IM and 4th in breaststroke.  Anna McKernan finished 3rd in backstroke.  Edie swam well in the 

backstroke and front crawl where she finished 4th in both events. Ciara swam well also finished 4th in 

butterfly.   The girls winning Ciara, Katie, Alana and Olivia made up the winning medley and freestyle relay 

teams.    

  Group B Boys included Bailey Breen, Pearse Rice, Kieron McDonnell and Lorcan Cowgill.  This 

was one of the tighter groups of the evening, with some very close races.  Bailey finished 1st in 100IM and 

breaststroke, and 2nd in backstroke, butterfly, and front crawl.  Pearse finished 3rd in backstroke, butterfly, 

front crawl and 100IM and 4th in breaststroke.  Kieron and Lorcan both competed in the breaststroke, 

butterfly, front crawl and 100Im and both boys swam and finished well.   The four boys together finished 2nd 

in both relays. 

  Group C Girls swimmers were Rachel Blemmings, Kirstie McCall, Amy Agnew and Sarah 

McCauley.  Rachel had a great evening swimming finishing 1st place in the 5 individual events.  Amy came 2nd 

in breaststroke and butterfly, and 3rd in front crawl and 100IM.  Kirstie swam well finishing 2nd in 100IM and 

front crawl, 3rd in backstroke and breaststroke and 4th in butterfly.  Sarah swam the backstroke and finished 

well.  These four girls swam and won both of their medley and freestyle relays.    

 



 Groups C boys team include a large group of swimmers including, Niall McGeown, Finlay Wright, 

Matthew McKee, Matthew Comiskey, Tom King, Jack Lennon, Carter Bell, Daniel Crowe, Lawson Morrow 

and Ben O’Reilly.  Finlay swam well taking 1st place in backstroke and 100IM, and 2nd place in butterfly.  

Matthew McKee finished 1st in front crawl and butterfly, and 2nd in backstroke.  Niall McGeown came 1st in 

breaststroke, 2nd in 100Im and 3rd in front crawl.  Matthew Comiskey came 2nd in breaststroke and 4th in 

front crawl. Carter came 4th in backstroke, Jack came 4th in breaststroke, Tom took 4th place in 100IM and 

Daniel finished 5th in butterfly.  Finlay, Matthew Comiskey, Matthew McKee and Niall McGeown were the 

winning Medley relay team and Finlay, Jack, Matthew and Niall were the winning Freestyle relay team.   

 The final group is the group D girls and boys.  Girls team included Julia Knox, Kathryn McGrath, 

Jessica McMullen, Ruby McNiff, Aidin Quinn and Becky Pinkerton.  Outstanding swimming from Julia as 

always finishing 1st in all 5 individual events.  Jessica swam well also taking 2nd place in all the 5 individual 

events, Ruby came 3rd in breaststroke, Becky came 3rd in breaststroke and 4th in backstroke and Aidin 

finished 4th in 100IM.  Kathryn finished 5th in butterfly.  The winning medley and freestyle relay teams 

included Ruby, Julia, Jessica and Becky.   

 Group D boys include Connor Comiskey, Adam Wilson, Declan McGeown and Christopher Morrow.  

This was another very tight group.  Adam Wilson took 1st place in 100IM, 2nd in front crawl, breaststroke, 3rd 

in butterfly and 4th in backstroke.  Declan swam well finishing 2nd in backstroke and 100IM, and 4th in 

breaststroke and front crawl.   Christopher came 3rd in breaststroke, 4th in butterfly, he also swam in 

backstroke.  Connor finished 3rd in front crawl and he also swam in 100IM and butterfly.  These four boys 

finished 2nd in the medley relay and 1st the freestyle relay.  

 The swimming finished with Banbridge winning seven out of eight of the freestyle relays, and leaving 

Banbridge well in the lead.  Final score on the evening; 

Banbridge 652  Vs  Banbridge 492 

 Well done to all swimmers for another successful gala and to the parents for their help and 

assistance at poolside.   Thanks to Newry for a great gala, good luck to them for the rest of their season.  

Good luck to all the Banbridge Swimmers competing the Southern area PTL time trials and good luck to the 

successful swimmers in the finals in a few weeks in Ballymena. 


