
Banbridge ASW compete in Annual Swim Ulster War Memorial 

Gala 

 

Banbridge Swimmers joined swimmers from across the Swim Ulster Region to attend the 

annual War Memorial Relay Gala in Bangor Aurora Aquatic Centre on Saturday 9th 

November.  It's held annually on the Saturday nearest the 11th November and includes a 

ceremony to commemorate all fallen swimmers from the First and Second World Wars.  The 

event commenced with various Relay teams competing in heats across 10 Medley and 

Freestyle events, and as always the Banbridge team were out in force, with 44 swimmers 

forming 19 different relay teams across the evening. 

 

First up was the female Open Medley relay, Julia Knox, Rachel Blemmings, Ellie Bingham 

and Jodie McMullen swam in a time of 2.12.12 in the heats and made the first of the 

evenings finals.  Three Male Open Medley Relay teams, Banbridge 'A' team were Finlay 

Wright, Niall McGeown, Matthew McKee and Adam Wilson, they swam in 1.59.76 a fantastic 

time to make the finals.  The 'B' and 'C' teams swam well and included 'B' team of Liam Of 

Mathers, Lewis Gray, Aran McLaughlin and Bailey Breen their time 2.11.54, follow closely by 

'C' team. Lawson Morrow, Ben O'Reilly, Pearse Rice and Robbie Gilmore swimming in a  

time of 2.21.46. 

 

Female 12 and under freestyle relay next and two teams here 'A' team included Tara 

Kennedy, Edie McCusker, Darcy Walker and Katie MacFarlane swimming in 2.03.96, 

followed by 'B' team, Georgina Walker, Mia Mulholland, Laura Hanna and Joy Moorhead 

finishing in 2.15.19, both teams made the top 10 so would therefore be swimming in the 

finals later.   The Male 12 and Under freestyle teams performed well also, two relay teams 

'A' team were Matthew Rice, Ben Wilson, Dylan Stewart and Noah Breen swimming in 

2.13.96, 'B' team included Elliot Foster Bentham, Henry Niblock, Alan Karchenko and Cathal 

Hill finishing in 2.20.23, the 'A' team swam in the finals.   

 

Two teams competed in the Mixed Open medley relay ''A' relay of Niall McGeown, Julia 

Knox, Matthew McKee and Jodie Mullen swam in 2.05.20, these swimmers made the finals.  

The 'B' team missed out on a place, they included Ellie Bingham, Amy Agnew, Lewis Gray 

and Jack Lennon, they swam well in a time of 2.13.53.  Staying with the mixed relays this 

time the Mixed Open Freestyle Relay and another final for Adam Wilson, Jodie McMullen, 

Julia Knox and Finlay Wright swimming in the heats in an impressive 1.52.83. 

 

Change of event and now the 14 and under age groups.  Female Medley relay had 3 teams 

'A' included Katie MacFarlane, Jodie McMullen, Alana Burns Atkin and Ellie Bingham swam 

in 2.15.79 to make the finals.  The 'B'' team of Ciara Daly, Lauren Burns Atkin, Laura Hanna 

and Anna McKernan swam in 2.34.50 and 'C' of Kirstie McCall, Sarah Maculey, Joy 

Moorhead and Hannah Marshall swam in 2.39.75, both teams missed out on places in the 

finals.  Two Male 14 and under Medley Relay teams 'A' team was Liam og Mathers, Jack 

Lennon, Bailey Breen and Pearse Rice finishing in a great time of 2.12.07, follow closely by 

'B' team of Daniel Crowe, Lewis Gray, Katlo Matihodi and Lorcan Cowgill in 2.15.15 - the 'A' 

team swam the finals. 

 



The final women's race of the evening was the 200m Free Relay, 'A' and 'B' teams again.  'A' 

team swimmers were Julia Knox, Ellie Bingham, Darcy Walker and Jodie McMullen these 

girls made the finals in a time of 2.00.95.  'B' team were Rachel Blemmings, Amy Agnew, 

Alana Burns Atkin and Kirstie McCall swimming in 2.09.47 in the heats.  Final Male event 

was the 300m Freestyle Relay the team, a 6 man group of Adam Wilson, Aran McLaughlin, 

Jack Lennon, Matthew McKee, Niall McGeown and Finlay Wright together the boys made 

the finals in a time of 2.47.60. 

 

After the heats the swimmers, coaches and officials stand in silence around the poolside and 

gallery, the lights were dimmed and the bulgar sounded the "Last Post" followed by a one 

minute silence after which the lines from Laurence Binyons poem "For the Fallen" were read, 

the ceremony ended with 'Reveille', sounded by a bugler in what was a very fitting tribute. 

 

The Swimmers who were successful in making this year's finals, then prepared for each 

event.  The Women's 200m Medley relay team of Julia, Rachel, Ellie and Jodie finished 9th 

overall.  The Men's 200m Medley Relay team of Finlay, Niall, Matthew McKee and Adam 

finished 7th overall. 

 

The 12 and under girls 200m free relay team of Tara, Edie, Darcy and Katie finished 

impressively in 2nd place overall in a time of 2.04.12, but just narrowly missed out on the top 

stop by .5 of a second! The 'B' team of Georgina, Mia, Laura and Joy finished in 6th place.  

The boys 12 and under team of Matthew Rice, Ben Wilson, Dylan, and Noah finished in 4th 

place overall.   

 

Mixed Medley 200m relay finalist team Niall, Julia, Matthew and Jodie finished 8th.  While 

the Mixed 200m freestyle relay team of Niall, Julia, Matthew and Jodie finished 6th in a time 

of 1.53.13. 

 

14 and under medley relay teams swam well in the finals with the girls team of Katie, Jodie, 

Alana and Ellie coming 5th and the boys team of Liam, Jack, Bailey and Pearse swam a 

solid swim to come 4th overall. 

 

Final two relays were the Women's 200m freestyle relay of Julia, Ellie, Darcy and Jodie who 

finished in 7th and the Men's 300m free relay team of Adam, Aran, Jack, Matthew McKee, 

Niall and Finlay who came 9th overall.  This finished an evening of great swimming were the 

atmosphere was electric all evening, with great team spirit shown from the Banbridge 

Swimmers and the wider Swimming Community, congratulations to all who took part. 

 

The busy swimming season continues next weekend in Lisburn LeisurePlex at the Ulster 

Short Course Championship, best wishes to all the Banbridge Swimmers involved.    


